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�Introduction



	On-line Catalog databases are designed to assist users with requisitioning items from a multitude of sources using a variety of search methods. Seacat Systems, because of their flexibility and robustness, provide unique functionality to this service with its ability to cross reference and relate data elements.



	Seacat databases store both vendor-specific catalogs, internal User Parts Catalogs, and Commodity Code Tables. Database searches can be initiated by descriptions, pictures, manufacturer part numbers, and broad commodity level selections. 



	In addition to relational data capability, the systems provide graphical choices, ‘drill down’ capability, and ‘drag and drop’ transfer of data to requisitions and Purchase Orders. 





Overview



	This paper discusses various catalogs and their uses. It provides some ideas on how to use them to streamline the tasks of selecting items for purchase.





Catalogs



	Seacat applications accept three types of cataloging information:



Vendor Catalogs 

User Parts Catalogs 

Commodity Code Tables.



	The first two are actual catalogs, and the third is a summarization method.



	Additionally, The System’s relational database links catalogs to: 

Each other

Buyers

Vendors 

Manufacturer part numbers

Graphic images.



Vendor Catalogs



	Vendor Catalogs contain information from specific-vendor product lines such as:



Descriptions

Sizes 

Units of measure 

Manufacturer part numbers

Pricing

Pictures (when available).

	

	An item from any of the above categories is dragged and dropped onto a requisition detail line. The selected item’s detail information such as:



Item size 

Unit of measure 

Price

Specific vendor



is automatically copied to the requisition as well. By making a series of selections, it is also possible to drag and drop several items onto a requisition to create multiple detail lines. 



User Parts Catalogs



	User Parts Catalogs are built by companies to reflect items specific to a company’s needs. Like Vendor Catalogs, they contain descriptions, units of measure, manufacturer’s part numbers, prices, and pictures. However, User Parts catalogs have two additional features:



	First, they have a field for linking the item to a specific vendor catalog. When a selection from the User Parts Catalog is dropped into the requisition, updated Vendor Catalog information appears on the detail line. This permits Purchasing to manage blanket contracts (changing vendors as necessary), without involving the requisitioner.



	Second,  Vendor Catalogs can detail “explosions” for items with multiple parts. This feature is a true problem solver when a requisitioner may not be aware of all the parts to be ordered. 



	For example, purchases such as computers are comprised of several components. Businesses often require standard configurations of specific monitors, CPUs, printers, and other peripherals.



	The system “explodes” the requisitioner’s single entry for a “Standard Company Computer” to include separate detail lines for all the individual components and any other items required for the standard order. 



Commodity Code Tables



 	Commodity Code Tables summarize types of items and provide ‘drill-down’ capability to sub-categories. For example, if a printer is needed for a local work group, the requester enters the Commodity Code Table for “Computer Supplies” and drills down through “Computer Accessories” to “Printers.” 



	Because all catalogs tie to each other, the requester can continue to drill down through specific vendors to select a specific item. Here again, dragging and dropping provides the detail line information.



	Finally, as an additional advantage, if bidding is required, Purchasing can use the appropriate vendors from Commodity Code Tables as a list of bidders.

�













�PAGE  �






�PAGE  �
6
�

























